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A grief-stricken husband attempts to come to terms with the death of his wife in this
debut memoir.
Michael Murphy enjoyed an idyllic life in a mansion with his wife and four kids. Then one
day, a stunning married woman named Margot walked into the car dealership where he
worked and his life changed. Margot would teach Murphy “what it meant to love more
deeply than I ever knew was possible.” Though he was married at the time, he couldn’t
help but be drawn to Margot. The two decided to separate from their spouses to be
together. They eventually wed, but tragedy struck when Margot was diagnosed with
cancer. Murphy navigated the hospitals and chemotherapy while trying to enjoy the
time he had left with his wife. He believed in spiritual healing, and often imagined
“neutralizing [cancer cells] with unconditional love.” He was determined to try anything
that would ensure his wife’s continued survival. Throughout the book, he maintains that
“love is the most powerful force in the Universe.” This sweet proclamation is far from
sappy knowing the challenge situation that Murphy and his family found themselves in.
In fact, reading about his ability to support his wife and stay positive for the family is
incredibly affecting. Margot herself is a fully realized character in the narrative. Murphy
recalls texts she wrote assuring her family that she was “not scared” and that “suffering
at times brings you closer to God.”

This work will probably help readers who last lost spouses deal with feelings of sorrow
and helplessness, as well as those who have suffered from cancer or know someone who
has. But it is also a well-written, touching tale of a family’s struggle to grapple with
tragic. circumstances. Ultimately, this is an uplifting read that includes well-developed
characters and a carefully constructed narrative that manages to snag readers not just
with the details of Margot’s battle with cancer, but with the story of how she and
Murphy fell in love.
A moving account that should help families affected by cancer cope with despair.
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